
• Run by Commonwealth Writers, the cultural programme of the 
Commonwealth Foundation, the Commonwealth Short Story 
Prize is a platform for writers across the 53 countries of the 
Commonwealth.  

• Free to enter – and with a truly global reach – the prize attracts 
a more diverse range of entries than any other literary prize 
in the world – from Vanuatu in the Pacific, to Guyana in South 
America, to Lesotho in Africa.  

• The Commonwealth Short Story Prize retains a reputation for 
unearthing emerging voices at the start of their career. At 
its core is Commonwealth Writers’ belief in the transformative 
power of stories and their capacity to make sense of events, 
engage with others and take action to bring about change.  

• It is the only literary prize in the world where entries can 
be submitted in Bengali, Chinese, English, Greek, Malay, 
Portuguese, Samoan, Swahili, Tamil, and Turkish. The continual 
inclusion of other languages speaks to Commonwealth Writers’s 
recognition of the need for linguistic diversity to promote the 
richness of varied literary traditions and lesser-heard narratives.  

• adda, the innovative online platform of Commonwealth 
Writers, is a gathering place for stories and a space where 
writers and readers can talk across the divides. (In Bengali, 
adda describes an informal conversation that takes place at 
length; in Hindi it can be traced back to a ‘perching spot’ for 
birds, in the Punjab it is a pit stop on long highways where 
travellers stop and exchange news. Put simply: an adda is a 
meeting place.) Please visit: www.addastories.org 

• All shortlisted stories will be published on adda. The five 
regional winners will be published online by the literary 
magazine Granta, a media partner of the prize.       

• The Commonwealth Short Story Prize promotes new writing 
through workshops, outreach activities and a digital campaign. 
Commonwealth Writers believes that compelling stories help 
people make sense of the world, that a multiplicity of stories 
increases the bounds of freedom of expression.
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The world’s most global 
literary prize, the 
Commonwealth Short Story 
Prize is a unique platform 
for writers from 53 countries 
that carries the best new 
storytelling across borders 
and geopolitical divides.
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“The Commonwealth Short Story Prize is a global 
phenomenon.” Fred D’Aiguir, 2015 Judge

The 2018 winner

Kevin Jared Hosein, from Trinidad and 
Tobago, convinced the 2018 jury, chaired 
by the novelist and poet Sarah Hall, with 
“a truly crafted piece of fiction” that was 
“immediately and uniformly admired”.

In Passage, Hosein sends a midlife crisis-
ridden protagonist into the wilderness 
in search for a mystery woman – with 
unforeseen consequences for others, and 
for himself. 
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The 2019 judges 

“The short story offers a writer the opportunity to delve into 
character, explore difficult subject-matter, and be adventurous with 
form; in short, the writer can do all the things that they might do in 
a novel, but do so concisely. The Commonwealth Short Story Prize 
attracts entries which address a wide range of human experience 
in this complex multi-cultural and multi-racial world, and the prize 
is open to original stories written in English, or in a variety of other 
languages representing the diversity of the cultures which make up 
the Commonwealth.”               
Caryl Phillips, 2019 Chair of the Judges 

Europe and Canada

The British short story 
writer Chris Power, 
author of the collection 
Mothers and The 
Guardian column A 
Brief Survey of the 
Short Story

Caribbean 

The award-winning 
author of speculative 
fiction, Karen Lord, 
from Barbados

Africa

The Ugandan novelist 
and short story writer 
Jennifer Nansubuga 
Makumbi, overall 
winner of the 2014 
Commonwealth Short 
Story Prize

Asia

The Pakistani writer and 
journalist Mohammed 
Hanif, whose novel 
A Case of Exploding 
Mangoes was longlisted 
for the Man Booker Prize

Pacific

The poet, playwright, 
fiction writer and 
musician Courtney 
Sina Meredith, a New 
Zealander of Samoan, 
Mangaian and Irish 
descent 

About the Commonwealth Short Story Prize | The Commonwealth Short Story Prize is part of Commonwealth Writers, the 
cultural initiative of the Commonwealth Foundation. Now in its eighth year, it is awarded for the best piece of unpublished 
short fiction (2000-5000 words). Regional winners receive £2,500 and the overall winner receives £5,000. Short stories 
translated into English from other languages are also eligible.

About Commonwealth Writers | Commonwealth Writers is the cultural initiative of the Commonwealth Foundation. We 
inspire and connect writers and storytellers across the world, bringing personal stories to a global audience. Commonwealth 
Writers believes in the transformative power of creative expression in all its forms. We work with local and international 
partners to identify and deliver a wide range of cultural projects. Our activities take place in Commonwealth countries, but 
our community is global. www.commonwealthwriters.org

About the Commonwealth Foundation | The Commonwealth Foundation is the Commonwealth’s agency for civil society. It 
supports people’s participation in democracy and development. www.commonwealthfoundation.com

Keep up to date with the prize and join the conversation via:
commonwealthwriters.org | Twitter: @cwwriters | Facebook: CommonwealthWriters | Instagram: cwwriters

Chair of the Judges: The Kittitian-
British novelist, playwright and 
essayist Caryl Phillips


